
Civic Address – Mayor of Mirfield, Councillor Stuart Naisbett 

St John's Church, Civic Service 

Good afternoon, 

On behalf of myself and the Mirfield Town Councillors, I am pleased to 

welcome you all to St John's Church for our Civic Service. 

I extend a warm welcome to our distinguished guests the Deputy Lord 

Lieutenant, fellow civic dignitaries, from neighbouring authorities, of West 

Yorkshire.  

Your presence here today is deeply appreciated and reflects the enduring 

strength of civic fellowship and shared commitment to public service. 

Mirfield is a town with a proud and storied history. From its roots in the 

textile industry during the Industrial Revolution, to its role as a hub of canal 

and rail transport. Mirfield has long been a place of industriousness, 

resilience, and community spirit. That legacy continues today, not in mills 

and factories, but in the hearts of those who give their time and energy to 

serve others. 

We are blessed with a vibrant network of voluntary organisations, charitable 

organisations and individuals who work tirelessly to improve the lives of 

others and make our town what it is. Their contributions—often quiet and 

unseen, form the backbone of our community. They deserve not only our 

thanks, but our active support.  

During my time in office, I have chosen to support The Friends of Mirfield 

Library as my nominated charity. Mirfield library is far more than a place to 

borrow books. It is a cornerstone of our community, a safe, welcoming space 

where people of all ages come to learn, connect, and grow. It offers literacy 

programmes for children, with Lego and art clubs, digital support for older 

residents, quiet study areas for students, and a warm environment for those 

seeking companionship or simply a moment of peace. The Friends of Mirfield 



Library work tirelessly to protect and enhance this vital resource. Supporting 

their efforts is an investment in education, inclusion, and community 

wellbeing. 

Looking ahead, my hope for Mirfield is one of continued growth, inclusion, 

and sustainability.  To achieve this, we need to: 

• Strengthen support for young people through improved access to 

education, training, and community spaces 

• Preserve and celebrate our green areas and heritage sites 

• Promote local businesses and encourage responsible development of 

our High Street 

• Foster partnerships between voluntary groups, schools, and local 

authorities 

• Ensure that Mirfield remains a safe, welcoming, and forward-looking 

town for all who live and work here. 

Thank you for sharing your time with us today. Your presence is a testament 

to the strength of our community and the values we hold dear: service, unity, 

and pride in our town. 

Let us move forward together, with purpose and compassion, for the benefit 

of all who call Mirfield home. To this end I have no shame in using the slogan 

of Mirfield in Bloom which is ‘Love where you live’ 

Thank you. 


